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Editorial

An age of uncertainty

Dave Webb, CND Chair
HE articles in this issue
of Campaign reflect the
fact that we are
entering an ‘Uncertain Age’.
The age of ‘fake news’ means
we must be more careful
about where we obtain
information; the failure of
states to take any real action
on preventing climate change
is threatening our survival and
the ongoing conflict in Syria
shows that world leaders have
learned nothing from past
mistakes.
And of course, we have a
US President who seems
intent on making the world a
more dangerous place.
Previous bluster and gameplaying between the US
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administration and North
Korea raises doubt about the
possibility of real progress
being made in their
relationship. In this magazine,
we take a close look at the
evolving US foreign and
defence policies.
We also have Caroline
Lucas reporting back from the
Preparatory Committee for the
2020 NPT Conference. The
nuclear weapons states
attempted to show that, as far
as they are concerned, it is
business as usual. However,
most countries – and
activists – recognise that the
ground is shifting in the
nuclear disarmament debate
following the adoption of the
global nuclear weapons ban.
CND is campaigning for
the UK government to sign
the ban treaty. But we are told
by the government, and by
some parts of the trade union
movement, that there would
be significant job losses if we
did scrap our nuclear
weapons.
It is important that our
campaign tackles all the
arguments put forward and we

support the idea of
establishing a Defence
Diversification Agency (DDA)
to support workers who
would be affected if Trident
was scrapped. The TUC
formally gave their backing to
this proposal at their
conference last year, and the
proposer of the motion writes
on the subject in these pages.
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn
has already backed this and to
help ensure that a DDA
becomes a fundamental part
of future Labour Party policy,
we are encouraging CND
supporters to ask their local
Labour and trade union
branches to adopt a motion in
support.
Even in this age of
uncertainty, we can be sure of
some things. There will
definitely be demonstrations
against President Trump’s UK
visit and at the NATO
summit in Brussels. And most
importantly, CND will
continue to oppose nuclear
weapons.
To this end, we’ll be
supporting the demonstration at
Faslane in September – join us!

Opinions expressed by authors in Campaign are their own and do not necessarily reflect the policies of CND.
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Jobs not Trident
In September 2017, the TUC Congress adopted a motion calling on the TUC to
lobby the Labour Party to establish a shadow defence diversification agency. The
proposer of that motion, Moz Greenshields, who is a member of the National
Trades Council advisory body to the TUC General Council, writes about
developments since then.
LMOST A YEAR on
from passing the motion,
delegates to the recent Trades
Council conference had the
opportunity to take part in a
workshop that considered
developing a strategy for jobs,
sustainability and peace, hosted
by The New Lucas Plan Group.
Many ideas were discussed
but of course, a key means to
developing an industrial strategy
along these lines would be the
setting up of a National
Investment Bank, as proposed
by Shadow Chancellor John
McDonnell MP. He has stated
that such a bank could support
the development of diversification plans in the local
economies of areas heavily
dependent on the defence
industry, in consultation with
local unions and businesses.
This should give heart to
defence workers in towns like
Barrow-in-Furness. BAE
Systems – which builds the
submarines for Britain’s nuclear
weapons system in the town – is
Barrow’s single largest employer.
But BAE caused uncertainty in
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2017 when it announced plans
to axe 2000 defence sector jobs.
This can be seen in the context
of a wider trend of insecurity
and job losses in the industry
and wider supply chain which
has seen a general downturn in
employment from 740,000
workers in the 1980s to around
142,000 in 2015.
The most important element
of making diversification work is
the defence workers themselves,
and their unions and representatives. They should be at the
heart of the process from the
very start. The workers should
be the ones to identify their
needs and capacity. Workers will
initiate ideas for a practical arms
conversion plan whilst
protecting skilled employment
and pay levels, in the same way
that Lucas Aerospace workers
did over 40 years ago. Facing
the threat of unemployment
caused by new technology and
recession, these workers
collected 150 ideas from the
shop floor for alternative,
socially useful products that
could be used producing their

skills and technology, some of
which have assisted in the
development of new products
today like the electric car!
Attendees at The New Lucas
Plan Group workshop discussed
the original Lucas plan and its
relevance today. By the end of
the session there was agreement
that with long-term planning
and investment, the creation
of alternative, sustainable,
socially-useful, high-skill, highvalue employment was
possible and desirable.
This will only be achieved,
however, by a government
prepared to invest time, money
and political will in creating a
defence diversification agency.
A Labour government would
do so, in the process
guaranteeing, as Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn said in his 2015
leadership statement, ‘a just
transition for communities
whose livelihoods are based in
those defence sectors, so that
engineering and scientific skills
are not lost but transferred into
more socially productive
industries’.
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Illegal attack on Syria
Executive Director of the International Association of Lawyers
against Nuclear Arms, Lucas Wirl, explains why the UK’s air strikes
in Syria were illegal.
OLLOWING a chemical
weapons attack in Douma,
Syria in April, the United
States, United Kingdom and
France launched air strikes
against an alleged chemical
weapons depot in Eastern
Ghouta. The attacks were
accepted and justified by many
governments, including
German Chancellor Merkel,
who stated ‘the military effort
was necessary and appropriate
to preserve the effectiveness of
the international ban of use of
chemical weapons and to warn
the Syrian regime of further
breaches’.
But experts agree that the air
strikes were illegal according to
international law, with Article 2
of the United Nations Charter
clearly prohibiting the use of
force against other states.
There exist only two scenarios
for legal military action: the
right to self-defence (Art. 51)
and to secure peace as decided
by the Security Council (Art.
42). Neither of these scenarios
applied in Douma, therefore
any party assisting the airstrikes
breaches international law.
The UK and France have
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justified their actions by
referring to UN Resolution
2118 which supposedly
supports military operations in
response to the use of chemical
weapons in Syria. This is
wrong. UN Resolution 2218
dealt with the destruction of
chemical weapons in Syria. The
UK also maintained it was a
‘humanitarian intervention’.
A new start for Syria
is only possible via a
diplomatic solution.
There needs to be a
ceasefire and a
constituent assembly
followed by common
elections.
This concept only applies if the
international community as a
whole agrees it is a humanitarian crisis which needs to be
stopped immediately and that
there is no alternative to
military intervention. Neither
justification is convincing in the
case of Eastern Ghouta.
The reasoning of the
attacking forces and their allies
created a sphere of discussion

in which political and moral
legitimacy arguments were
prioritised over the legal
legitimacy of the airstrikes.
What should have been
done instead? Syria is member
of the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC). The
Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) has
procedures for investigating
alleged chemical weapons use.
While the inspectors of OPCW
were not able to examine the
area due to fighting, the
coalition of the willing
launched their attacks. This is
an unacceptable undermining
of the CWC regime and the
OPCW.
A new start for Syria is only
possible via a diplomatic
solution. There needs to be a
ceasefire and a constituent
assembly followed by common
elections. President Assad
should be allowed to participate. But as long as there is an
erosion of international law
and neglect of international
institutions and a proxy war
with geostrategic implications,
peace in Syria is impossible.

Campaigns

UK hypocrisy at PrepCom
Parliamentary CND Chair Caroline Lucas MP writes about the nuclear
disarmament conference recently held at the United Nations.
HIS YEAR we mark the
50th anniversary of the
nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) – a milestone in
global attempts to get rid of
nuclear weapons.
In July 1968, the NPT
opened for signature and made
it illegal for non-nuclear
weapons states to acquire
nuclear weapons, as well as
including an undertaking by the
nuclear signatories to pursue
disarmament. While the treaty
has largely been successful in
preventing nuclear proliferation,
progress on the second point
has been non-existent. Parliamentary CND introduced an
EDM to both mark the
anniversary of the NPT and to
urge the government to make
good on its commitment.
Regular meetings of NPT
signatories take place at the
United Nations, most recently
in Geneva in April. Termed a
Preparatory Committee
(PrepCom), this year’s gathering
reflected the high-level tension
around global nuclear issues.
A delegation from CND
attended the conference, to
demand that the UK government takes concrete steps
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... the UK repeated its
usual hypocritical
mantra that it is a
‘responsible’ nuclear
weapons state, while
making it clear that it
would not sign the
global ban ...
towards disarming Trident,
our contribution to a nuclearfree world. The delegation
also met with CND’s
international partners who are
campaigning for disarmament
across the globe.
I didn’t attend the PrepCom
myself, but I was able to address
CND’s fringe meeting by video.
The meeting discussed one of
the most controversial topics at
the PrepCom – the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (commonly referred to
as the ‘global ban’), a parallel
process to the NPT, born out of
frustration with the current
deadlock by nuclear states.
Labour’s Shadow Minister for
Peace and Disarmament, Fabian
Hamilton MP, also took part in
the fringe meeting, where he
confirmed that the majority of
Labour Party members would
vote in favour of Britain signing.

The panel also discussed
defence diversification and the
need for regeneration and
reinvestment in Britain’s
engineering and industrial sector.
In the conference hall itself,
the UK repeated its usual
hypocritical mantra that it is a
‘responsible’ nuclear weapons
state, while making it clear that it
would not sign the global ban
and completely failing to
mention its ongoing Trident
replacement programme.
This situation cannot be
allowed to continue. As a
signatory to the NPT, the
government has committed to
pursue disarmament – instead
Britain is taking steps to remain
nuclear-armed until at least
2060. Most of the world don’t
want nuclear weapons, our
government is in the minority.
Refusing to honour its commitments undermines the international order and betrays the
non-nuclear weapon states who
are committed to the NPT.
Parliamentary CND will
continue to press the government to abandon its Trident
replacement programme and
support steps towards
international disarmament.
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Trumpism:
towards greater global tension
CND General Secretary Kate Hudson examines
how the Trump presidency has ushered in a new era of militarism.
If the first year of
Trumpism is anything
to go by, there is a
dynamic in world
politics that seems to
be inexorably leading
towards greater
global tension,
conflict and war.
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S we pull back from
the nuclear brink one
week, we veer closer
to it the next. This seems to be
the new normal under President
Trump, currently on a roller
coaster of wildly conflicting
messages: simultaneously
bringer of peace to East Asia
and harbinger of war in the
Middle East. Of course, this is
what we’ve come to expect
from Trump, but whatever
occasional perks his unpredictability may seem to throw up, the
reality is that the trajectory of his
foreign and military policy is bad
and dangerous.
Trump’s presidency has
ushered in a new era of
militarism and recent policy
documents indicate preparation
for high-tech massively violent
wars against Russia and China.
Trump’s new defence strategy
states that the US will compete
for dominance against its longterm strategic competitors –
Russia and China – now
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designated as ‘revisionist
powers’ that wish to reshape the
world consistent with their
‘authoritarian model’. ‘Rogue
regimes’ are still a focus for
concern but the ‘war on terror’
is downgraded – no longer the
central military priority.
The new approach shifts the
big picture focus away from the
Middle East and extends
Obama’s focus on China to
encompass the entire Eurasian
landmass. With the emphasis
now away from asymmetrical
warfare with non-state actors to
war with major powers, the risk
of nuclear confrontation and
war is increased. The recently
published new US nuclear
posture review develops this
framework and makes nuclear
war more likely. It takes the lid
off the restraints on both newbuild and nuclear weapons use.
The most significant element of
the review is commitment to a
whole new generation of
nuclear weapons, with the

emphasis on low-yield, often
described as ‘usable’, nuclear
weapons. It should be pointed
out here that the bombs used at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are
technically low-yield in today’s
parlance, so we are not talking
about something small.
This goes hand-in-hand with
the recently announced $1.2
trillion programme for nuclear
weapons ‘modernisation’. Of
course, the US is not the only one
to ‘modernise’ its nukes. Russia is
also undertaking such a
programme, although it is worth
noting that its goal is to phase out
and replace all Soviet-era strategic
nuclear weapons systems. This
process, which has been under
way since the late 1990s, is
around 70% complete, due to be
finished in the mid-2020s.
Compare that to the UK –
currently in the Trident replacement modernisation process –
where we are now onto our
second post-Cold War system;
Trident and now Dreadnought.
China too is modernising and
expanding, albeit from a very
small start – its arsenal hovers,
size-wise, between those of
France and the UK. Perceived
threats to China, resulting from
the US military build-up and
‘pivot’ towards Asia, following
on from decades of NATO
expansion and now exacerbated
by Trump’s new defence
strategy, mean that China may
seek to be a greater nuclear

force, linked with Russia to
counter the US drive to
dominate Eurasia.
Not surprisingly, the Bulletin
of the Atomic Scientists has moved
the hands of the Doomsday
clock to two minutes to
midnight, the closest since 1953.
They cite nuclear risk, climate
change and emerging technologies as the key drivers for
catastrophe. But of those three,
they put nuclear centre stage,
highlighting ‘reckless language’,
spending on new nukes and
provocative military exercises.
It’s easy to point the finger at
the US in this regard, with
Russia following close behind.
But again, if you look at the
UK record, we’re up there with
the worst of them. How eager
are some of our ministers – and
indeed prime minister – to
assert that they would press the
nuclear button? Surely this too is
‘reckless language’. In terms of
spending on new nukes, the

lifetime cost of Trident replacement is £205 billion and rising.
And when it comes to provocative military exercises, the UK
has significant involvement in
NATO exercises which take
place on an enormous scale –
around 100 in 2017 alone; major
exercises have taken place in
Scotland and recent B52
exercises over the North Sea
were run from UK bases.
If the first year of Trumpism
is anything to go by, there is a
dynamic in world politics that
seems to be inexorably leading
towards greater global tension,
conflict and war. This is bad
enough, but if you add the
possibility of nuclear war, it
becomes a vision too terrible to
contemplate. If Britain really
wants to play a role in the world,
then breaking out of the Cold
War mind-set and working to
end the possibility of nuclear
disaster would be a pretty
significant contribution.
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Weapons in space
Coordinator of the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in
Space, Bruce Gagnon, writes about the importance of an upcoming
international conference in Oxford.
HE US has long maintained
that it will be the ‘Master of
Space’ and deny other nations
‘access to space’. Thus, whichever country dominates space
would control the Earth below.
Russia and China, obviously
opposed to this provocative and
destabilizing plan, have
repeatedly gone to the United
Nations urging the US to join
them in negotiating a global ban
on all weapons in space. The
US refuses so Moscow and
Beijing have countered US
dreams of ‘full spectrum
dominance’ with military space
technologies of their own. A
dangerous new arms race in
space is underway.
But the US alone can’t pay
for its high-tech programme,
thus the pressure on NATO
members to make larger
contributions to the everexpanding alliance and spend
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more at home to beef up their
national aerospace industries
that are then connected to the
Pentagon.
At the same time the US
continues to ramp up the
testing and production of new
generations of space nuclear
power devices. The nuclear
industry views space as a new
market – particularly as the
industry moves closer to the
day when they can successfully
mine the planetary bodies for
precious minerals.
All of these topics will be
discussed at the annual Global
Network conference to be held
in Oxford this month. We’ll
also be protesting at Croughton
Air Force Base which is being
dramatically upgraded by the
Pentagon to serve as a focal
point in the US global
surveillance network.
Croughton handles a huge

portion of US military
communications in Europe,
North Africa and the Middle
East and is used to route vast
amounts of data captured by
Washington back to America
for analysis by the CIA and
the NSA. A secure fibre-optic
link between Croughton and
the US air base at Camp
Lemonnier in Djibouti helps
to co-ordinate drone strikes
over Yemen.
The US is spending over
£200m to transform
Croughton into one of its
largest intelligence hubs outside
the US to also become a new
centre for counter-terrorism
operations in Africa.
I look forward to
discussing these issues at this
important international
conference in Oxford.
n For more information:
http://www.space4peace.org/
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Truman on Trial

C

ND PEACE
EDUCATION has
recently updated its
award-winning Truman on Trial
teaching pack. Was President
Truman justified in ordering
the atomic-bombing of Japan?
Do the bombings fit the Just
War Theory criteria? If you
wrote a haiku about the issue,
what would it say?

‘Really made my students
question the decision… Boys
who usually struggle to form
an opinion were thoroughly
engaged from the start of the
enquiry and by the end were
happy to debate with one
another with solid evidence
behind their opinions’.

Truman the judge!
Well over 9,000 copies of
Truman on Trial have been
downloaded or requested. The
Times Educational Supplement lists
the pack as a recommended
resource, and it was a finalist in
the Education Resource
Awards 2018. A teacher
recently commented that the
resource ‘really made my

Truman on Trial
Investigating the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

PEACE EDUCATION

The pack engages school
students with questions like
these through six lessons,
including a mock criminal trial
of Truman in which students
take on courtroom roles to
make their own judgement.
Incredibly, Churchill,
Truman and others held a
mock trial of their own on the
matter, at a White House
dinner party in 1953, with
Churchill the defendant and

students question the
decision… Boys who usually
struggle to form an opinion
were thoroughly engaged from
the start of the enquiry and by
the end were happy to debate
with one another with solid
evidence behind their opinions.’
n For more information
about CND’s peace education
programme, contact
peaceeducation@cnduk.org or
phone 020 7700 2393.

NATO Summit
Earlier this month, a massive
US-led military exercise
involving 18,000 soldiers
from 19 countries took place
in Poland, Latvia, Lithuania
and Estonia under the
auspices of NATO. The US
calls it ‘a clear demonstration
of the commitment and
solidarity of the alliance’.
Russia maintains that such
activity close to its borders
‘does not contribute to
security and stability on the
continent in any way’.
But this is standard
behaviour for the nucleararmed alliance.
CND campaigns for
Britain to leave NATO and
for it to be disbanded. NATO
is a destabilising global force
that has killed tens of
thousands in its wars of
aggression and is contributing to heightening tensions
with Russia through its
insatiable expansion into
eastern Europe.
A delegation from CND
will be travelling to the NATO
summit in Brussels in July to
protest with international
activists from across the
world. We’ll be participating
in a counter-summit and
attending a demonstration.
nFollow our website for
updates.
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Making an impact in the trade unions
ELP US BUILD support
for CND in the trade
union movement: is your
branch affiliated? If not, please
consider taking a motion along
to your next meeting. Here is a
model, but feel free to adjust it
to meet your union specifics. If
you need any help, please email
kate.hudson@cnduk.org
This Branch notes:
• That the Trident nuclear
weapons system is composed
of four nuclear-armed
submarines, each carrying up
to 40 nuclear warheads. It will
begin to reach the end of its
life around 2032 and currently
costs taxpayers £2-£3 billion
per year to maintain.
• That the Government intends
to replace Trident at a cost of
at least £205 billion over its
30-year lifespan.
• That billions continue to be
slashed from public services
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in Britain every year.
• That Britain’s nuclear
weapons system has the
power to kill 320 million
people.
• That Trident is inordinately
expensive and provides a
disproportionately small
number of jobs for the
money it consumes.
• That the United Nations
adopted a Global Nuclear
Weapons Ban Treaty in July
2017.
This Branch also notes:
• The Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament’s report on
‘Trident and jobs: the employment implications of
cancelling Trident
replacement’.
• The Leader of the Opposition’s call for a Defence
Diversification Agency.
• The TUC’s proposal for the
creation of one million

climate jobs.
This Branch believes:
• Replacing Trident will waste
billions of pounds of
taxpayers’ money that could
better be spent on jobs,
pensions, education and
health to improve the lives of
the British people without
threatening the lives of others.
• Replacing Trident undermines
Britain’s commitment through
the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty to get rid of its nuclear
weapons.
• Replacing Trident will send
the wrong signal to nonnuclear weapons states
around the world who may
seek their own nuclear
weapons.
This Branch resolves:
• To support the campaign to
cancel Trident replacement.
• To affiliate to the Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament.

Book Review, by Bruce Kent
Security without nuclear deterrence, Robert Green, 2018 Spokesman Press
This book, an update of an earlier publication, is full of positive ideas for all those,
especially CND groups and members, who are campaigning against nuclear weapons.
The author Rob Green, an admired anti-nuclear weapon activist, has travelled a long way
from the days when he was a Royal Navy pilot flying helicopters carrying nuclear depth
charges. This book covers all the important issues about nuclear weapons and suggests
plenty of positive steps forward.
In a chapter entitled Safer Steps Forward, he suggests that Britain is the best-placed nuclear
weapon state to lead the way to disarmament. Get the book and see what you can do to
put its suggestions into action.
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Muriel’s Grapevine

Now more than ever – CND on tour
S PART OF a series of
events to commemorate
CND’s 60th anniversary, the
role of our iconic symbol is
being marked by the Now
More Than Ever tour of
Britain. A three-dimensional
symbol installation is visiting
dramatic locations across
Britain, including the White
Cliffs of Dover, Faslane naval
base, and the Clifton
Suspension Bridge in Bristol.
We have been truly
impressed by CND groups’
efforts over the past few
months and are looking
forward to the events ahead.
Coordinated by CND
Cymru, the tour launched
outside Caernarfon Castle in
Wales. Locals and journalists
joined us to talk about why
our campaign is more relevant
than ever.
The tour stop in Bristol
was a huge success, thanks to
Bristol CND, with the
symbol stopping off at Bristol
Suspension Bridge and then
heading to College Green,
where supporters had a picnic
next to the symbol. The
installation even made it on
the local 6pm news!
The symbol visit to
Brighton beach with Crawley
CND coincided with the
hottest day of the year.
Beautiful blue skies and
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Caroline Lucas MP awaited us
for a great day out at the
seaside.
The symbol had a busy
time with Kent Area CND,
visiting many locations
including the famous White
Cliffs of Dover. It even made
it to the former home of the
symbol’s original designer –
Gerald Holtom, a nice touch
on CND’s 60th anniversary.
The symbol has also
enjoyed stops in Llandudno
and AWE Aldermaston, as
well as visits arranged by
Reigate and Redhill CND,
Derby CND and East

Lancashire CND, to name
but a few. Make sure you have
a look at our website for all
the fantastic photos!
The tour continues until
September, with stops planned
in Yorkshire, Staffordshire and
Norwich over the summer.
11

What’s on
It is with sadness we share the news that CND Vice-President Air Commodore
Alastair Mackie CBE DFC passed away in May, aged 95, following a period of
poor health. He was a remarkable man who contributed so much to CND,
especially as an active member of Ex-Services CND. Bruce Kent represented CND
at the funeral in St. Mary’s church in Barnes on June 6th.
June 30th
Greater Manchester &
District CND Summer Fair
11am-4pm, Birch Community
Centre, Brighton Grove,
Manchester M14 5JT.
July 4th
Bradford vs the Bomb
7:30pm, The Wool Exchange,
Hustlergate, Bradford BD1 1BL.
n Contact the venue for tickets.
July 7th
Faringdon Peace Group
Grand Fete
2pm-5pm, Clock House,
Coleshill SN6 7PT.
n Contact 01367 241707 or
01367 710308.

Peace Camps
Aldermaston Women’s
Peace Camp
Second weekend of every
month.
n Tel: 07946 676761
info@aldermaston.net
www.aldermaston.net
@Peace_women_AWE

Faslane Peace Camp
Permanent. A814,
Shandon, Helensburgh,
Dumbartonshire G84 8NT.
n Tel 07376 188216 or
faslanepeacecamp@protonmail.com
Menwith Hill vigil
Every Tuesday 6-7.30pm.
n For more info contact Sarah –
01765 600928 or
sswift64@gmail.com

Join the international rally at Faslane:
22nd September 2018, 12 noon.

Scotland is in the unique situation of being a legislatively
defined part of a nuclear-armed state which opposes all
WMD. In effect, it is being forced to host nuclear weapons
against its will. The Scottish government cannot sign the
new UN Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(TPNW), but we can align ourselves to it. Join us!
July 13th
Campaigners are coming to Scotland from across the world
Together Against Trump:
to show support for our wish to be a nuclear-free country.
No nuclear war
2pm-6pm, Assemble at Portland There will be opportunities to share ideas all week. There
will be a Convergence Centre in Glasgow, and a warm
Place, London W1B 1JA.
welcome from the Peace Camp, where the rally starts at
n Contact 020 7700 2393 or
12.00 on 22nd September. Check out the briefing:
information@cnduk.org
www.nuclearban.scot/Sep-rally

Towards a nuclear-free future:
building change from the grass roots
Join us at the Wills Memorial Building, University of Bristol for CND
Conference on 20th and 21st October 2018. The weekend will
include the AGM and policy conference for members and
observers, as well as a day of public discussion, debate
and activity.
9th July: Deadline for nominations for directlyelected members of national council and officers.
31st July: Deadline for ordinary resolutions
10th September: Deadline for amendments
and special (constitutional) resolutions.
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