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IT SEEMS that almost everyweek there is a new
announcement by Trump

which horrifies peace
campaigners. The danger is
that we become immune to
developments that only two
years ago would have provoked
fierce protest. A good example
of this is his announcement
over the summer that the US
military must establish a sixth
branch of its armed forces – a
‘space force’. Trump said at the
time, ‘It is not enough to
merely have an American
presence in space. We must
have American dominance in
space.’ The US Vice-President,
Mike Pence, later outlined
further details. While the US
Congress would need to
approve its creation, a new
‘Space Operations Force’ is due
to be in place by 2020, at an as
yet unknown cost which is
expected to run into the tens
of billions of dollars. This
would be the first military
branch in the world focused on
space, although CND and our
international allies have
previously warned that the
arms race is moving in that
direction. 

The US already has a space
command as part of its air
force, which can monitor
missile launches and intercept
communications from
anywhere in the world. And the
UK plays a crucial part in this
system, with the Menwith Hill
base in Yorkshire and RAF
Croughton in Northampton -
shire both used as sites to
monitor electronic traffic.

CND will be joining a
demonstration at RAF
Croughton this Saturday
(October 6th) to protest against
warfare in space, and more
specifically, Trump’s Space
Force. This protest marks the
annual Keep Space for Peace
Week, initiated by the Global
Network Against Weapons and
Nuclear Power in Space, of
which CND is a member.

We will be resisting Britain’s
participation in US plans for
the increasing militarisation of
space. There is a way of
preventing this from
happening. The United
Nations’ Outer Space Treaty
declared in 1967 that space
must be preserved for all of
humanity. This multilateral
agreement, of which the US is a
signatory, bans the siting of
weapons of mass destruction,
including nuclear weapons, in
space. This treaty urgently
needs to be updated to include
new high-tech space weapons
programmes, to prevent
Trump’s Space Force from
becoming a reality.

The UK’s collaboration with
the US on this issue is just
another example of the existing
‘special relationship’ – a
dangerous alliance which makes
the world a more dangerous
place and offers no benefit to
us. It is now more urgent than
ever for Theresa May’s
government to end this
relationship, and especially to
maintain that we will not be
drawn into Trump’s latest
disastrous warmongering
efforts, this time in space.

CND Campaigns Officer Sara Medi Jones outlines the dangers with US
President Donald Trump’s latest announcement – the creation of a Space Force.
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