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CND AGM 2025  
 
Agenda Saturday 11th October

10.00: Please join the Zoom meeting from this time so we can start the AGM and Conference 
promptly  

 
10.05: Council meeting to ratify company members  
 
10.10: Welcome from the Chair  

Steering Committee Report  
Election results to be announced  
Resolution: All Officers elected or endorsed in the ballot are ratified  
Resolution: All 15 Council Members elected in the ballot are ratified  
Resolution: All Council members nominated by the nations, regions, specialist sections and 
Youth & Student CND (names to be read out) are elected  

 
10.20: Campaigns presentation and questions  

Resolution: The annual report is accepted  
Resolution: All those involved in working on behalf of the campaign during the year, the 
Officers, Council, staff, volunteers and members and supporters are congratulated  

 
10.55: Treasurer’s report and questions  

Resolution: The accounts are accepted  
Resolution: All those involved in working on the accounts, the Treasurer, AFG, Finance 
Officer and the accountants are thanked for their work  
Resolution: The accountant Simon Erskine is appointed to report on the accounts  

 
11.25: Chair's closing remarks and end of AGM. 
 
Please see page 12 for agenda for CND Policy Conference, which starts at 11.40am. 
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The threat of nuclear weapons being 
used continues to grow. The Ukraine 
war is escalating, with possibilities of 
NATO directly confronting Russia. New 
US nuclear bombs are now stationed at 
NATO bases across Europe. In the 
Middle East, the genocide against the 
Palestinian people by nuclear-armed 
Israel continues. As we mark two years 
of the slaughter, Israel is preparing a 
ground invasion of Gaza. Tensions 
across the region have worsened 
following the illegal bombing of Iran’s 
nuclear facilities by Israel and the US. 
Further sanctions against Iran look likely.  
The British government continues to 
play an aggressive, warmongering role. 
As well as forming the ‘Coalition of the 
Willing’ European-wide troop deploy -
ment in preparation for a post-
settlement in Ukraine, it has announced 
the purchase of 12 US F35A nuclear-
capable fighter jets. This is a significant 
expansion of its nuclear capabilities, and 
part of Strategic Defence Review 
recommendations. It was followed by 
the stationing of US B61-12 nuclear 
bombs at RAF Lakenheath. Starmer has 
increased military spending to 2.5% of 
GDP and plans to double this to 5% by 
2035. 
  
Not surprisingly, CND has had its work 
cut out! In response to the Ukraine war 
escalation we launched our ‘Step back 
from the nuclear brink’ campaign 
including letter hand-in to Downing 
Street, emergency webinar and regional 
actions. We continue to call for dialogue 
and a ceasefire. 
 
Our participation in the Palestine 
Coalition means we help organise the 
national demonstrations against the 
genocide. We raise awareness about 
Israel’s nuclear weapons and support 
for a nuclear-free Middle East. At the 
NPT PrepCom, we organised a side-
event on securing WMD-free Middle 
East treaty. 
 

We increased activities against Britain’s 
nuclear weapons, organising 
successful actions at BAE Shipyard at 
Barrow-in-Furness and Devonport 
Dockyard. These raised awareness 
about the nuclear dangers and social 
deprivation at nuclear bases and 
strengthened regional CND support. 
We organised the ‘Alternative Defence 
Review’ (ADR) parliamentary launch 
with the RMT and sent copies to all 
cabinet members, MPs, trade unions 
and journalists. Orders are still coming 
in thick and fast! We used our presence 
at TUC to promote the ADR, including 
our CND fringe meeting. Fantastically, 
the ADR helped shaped the TUC 
debate and victory of ‘Wages not 
Weapon’s motion led by UCU. We also 
secured cross-party support against 
increased military spending and Trident 
costs.  
 
In response to the news of Britain’s 
nuclear expansion, we organised an 
emergency demonstration at RAF 
Marham, where the F35A fighter jets 
will be stationed. We have followed this 
up with the launch of a legal opinion 
which shows the purchase is a clear 
breach of Britain’s obligations under the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. We 
will use this to help challenges to the 
government’s decision and build a 
wider public awareness-raising 
campaign about the nuclear expansion 
to stop it. The alliance of the No Trident 
Replacement Core Group will be an 
important part of this work. 
 
Our campaign against US nukes in 
Britain gained backing from The Mirror, 
promoting our legal challenge which 
declassified exemption orders placed 
on all US bases by former Defence 
Secretary Ben Wallace. This exposed 
that these bases don’t have to abide by 
UK emergency radiation regulations. 
Our demonstrations have kept the 
spotlight on the base. We supported 
the Lakenheath Alliance for Peace 

Campaigning 2024–2025
camp, which included a fantastic 
international conference and 
culminated in an effective blockade. 
With evidence of the delivery of the US 
nukes, we refocused the campaign to 
‘Kick Out Trump’s Nukes’ and used 
Trump’s State visit to engage a whole 
new layer of activists on the London 
national demonstration.  
  
We worked hard to ensure the 80th 
anniversary of the bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki raised 
awareness of the horrific human cost of 
nuclear war by organising a successful 
parliamentary meeting with special 
guest second generation hibakusha 
Kyoko Gibson. From this, we produced 
an incredibly moving and powerful 
short film. Vice-Presidents Caroline 
Lucas and Jeremy Corbyn attended 
the anniversary events in Japan and 
secured good media coverage calling 
for nuclear disarmament. We promoted 
the incredible ceremonies and events 
organised by local groups. We ran a 
great profile-raising and fundraising 
initiative with high profile CND 
supporters, Jeremy Corbyn and Maxine 
Peake, wearing our ‘No More 
Hiroshimas’ t-shirt. We reached a much 
wider audience and raised vital funds 
for CND.  
  
Other areas of work  
• Supporting Global Network against 

Weapons and Nuclear Power in 
Space week and supporting Parc 
against Darc with EDM  

• Participating in 2025 NATO counter-
summit 

• Opposing government’s expansion 
of nuclear power  

• Refreshing production of Campaign 
magazine.  

• Increasing the reach and followers 
on social media  

• Securing mainstream media 
interviews and coverage 

• Expanding peace education  
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Elections 2025
addition National Council includes 15 
members directly elected at 
Conference as well as 
representatives from CND nations, 
regions, areas and specialist sections. 
 
CND National Council meets online 
three times a year – in March/April, 
July and November/December. It is 
responsible for directing the work of 
CND between conferences. In 
particular, Council discusses 
campaign strategy and oversees 
financial matters. Council members 
also participate in working groups on 
various aspects of CND’s work – 
such as campaigning, international 
work, conference planning and 
finance.  
 
Council receives regular reports from, 
among others, officers, regions and 
specialist sections. It also receives 
regular reports about the work of the 
staff in the CND national office, and 
is the body responsible for 
overseeing the employment of 
national office staff.  
 
Candidate statements  
All candidates who accepted 
nomination were invited to submit a 
statement about their relevant 
experience (up to 50 words), along 
with a statement in support of their 
candidature (up to 100 words) and 
submit a photograph for inclusion in 
this conference booklet. All statements 
received have been included.  
 
The statements which appear on the 
following pages, in alphabetical order, 

This section contains a list of all 
candidates who have accepted 
nomination for CND officer posts and 
directly elected council members for 
the coming year, in accordance with 
the published procedures. The 
elected positions are:  
 
• Chair (1 place) 
• Vice-Chair (3 places) 
• Treasurer (1 place) 
• Company Secretary (1 place) 
• Directly elected National Council 

Members (15 places) 
 
All elections will be held online before 
the AGM day itself. Voting will open 
at the start of October and will close 
in the hours before the AGM.  
 
Registered delegates will receive 
details on how to cast their ballots by 
email. Any queries should be sent to 
conference@cnduk.org. 
 
Voting/Endorsement 
Where the number of people 
standing for a position is the same or 
fewer than the places available, there 
will be no election. For the Officer 
positions where this applies, voters 
will be asked to endorse candidates. 
Candidates must obtain more than 
50% of endorsements in order to be 
elected to the post.  
 
Size and composition of National 
Council  
The Chair, Vice-Chairs, Treasurer 
and Company Secretary make up the 
CND officer team along with the 
appointed General Secretary. In 

are intended to give you some 
information about candidates before 
you cast your vote. 
 
Chair 
• Tom Unterrainer 
 
Vice-Chair 
• Murad Qureshi 
• Tony Staunton 
• Carol Turner 
 
Treasurer 
• Linda Hugl 
 
Company Secretary 
• Katy West             
 
Directly elected 
• Daniel Blaney 
• Sarah Cartin 
• Jenny Clegg 
• David Cull 
• Tom Cuthbert 
• Emma Dent Coad 
• Jayne Fisher 
• Philip Gilligan 
• Sam Mason 
• Murad Qureshi 
• Tony Staunton 
• Annie Tunnicliffe 
• Hannah Tweddell 
• Jedediah Watkins 
• Dave Webb 
• Logan Williams 
• Sue Wright       
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Candidates
Chair  
Tom Unterrainer 

It would be an honour 
to continue to serve 
as Chair of the 
Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. Having 
served as Chair for 
several years and 

previously serving as a Vice-Chair 
and on Council, I am keen to 
continue for another year.   

Over the last year we have seen 
and responded to an avalanche of 
dangerous developments. These 
developments – from the expanding 
nuclear-boot print, increased 
militarism and militarisation, 
enhanced state powers to restrict 
and disrupt political opposition – 
have added to the already-
established barbarous reality of war 
and genocide. They also signal 
something beyond a simple 
intensification of horror and stupidity: 
they are strong indications that 
Britain and allied nations are on a 
war-footing and that a war with 
direct British involvement is a likely 
prospect.   

This prospect is something that 
CND must orientate itself to with 
some urgency. I hope to be able to 
lend a hand.    

CND Vice-Chair 
Murad Qureshi 

I been actively involved 
in Anti-war movement 
for past 5 years at STW 
Coalition & more 
recently Liberation 
(movement for colonial 

freedom). l am well informed about 
geo-politics of the world today in 
places like Afghanistan and South Asia, 
the increasing global tensions between 
US & China and also between Pakistan 
& India the latter all but forgotten.  

I am committed to an anti-nuclear 
arms world, when we have a British 
government pushing through further 
defense expenditure and increase of 
our nuclear capability, in breach of 
international agreements. We must 
pledge ourselves to redouble efforts 
for nuclear peace and disarmament.   

l will be useful in working with the 
rest of the anti-war movement in the 
UK and beyond with my experiences 
over the last 5 years at STW coalition. 
Furthermore, l have keen knowledge of 
the Pakistan-India conflict, a forgotten 
nuclear threat and the growing tension 
between India and China which we 
must not lose sight of as well.   

 
CND Vice-Chair 
Tony Staunton 

Member of CND 
National Council for 
over 20 years, 
currently vice-Chair 
with responsibility 
towards campaigns, 

building support for the 2025 CND 
Tour of Bases and action against 
Trident at Plymouth Devonport, 
facilitating CND Campaigns Group 
and supporting TUAG. I have 
significant experience in the trade 
union and socialist movement.  

The current multifaceted global 
crisis is deepening international 
tension and divisions. CND must 

win the wider movement to oppose 
Trident Replacement and expose 
the imminent threat of nuclear war. 
The Climate Emergency demands 
transformation of our economy for 
climate jobs and infrastructure, 
cancelling spending on nuclear 
weapons and nuclear power, 
emphasising Welfare not Warfare! 
As a socialist worker-activist I am a 
member of the National Steering 
Group of the Campaign against 
Climate Change, President of 
Plymouth Trades Union Council and 
UCU Branch chair, seek to 
continuously make links and embed 
our CND objectives into the wider 
Movement of Movements.  

 
CND Vice-Chair 
Carol Turner 

CND Vice Chair; 
International Advisory 
Group Convenor; 
London Region CND 
Chair; Labour CND 
activist because 

delivering CND’s message inside 
the Labour Party remains 
necessary; Stop the War National 
Officer; co-organiser with Yorkshire 
CND and Drone Wars UK of two 
Future Wars conferences on military 
uses of new tech.   

This arrival of US nukes at 
Lakenheath and US fighter jets at 
Marham is the latest confirmation 
Britain is tooling up for war. By 
acting as Trump’s loyal lieutenant, 
Starmer puts Britain on the frontline 
of a potential nuclear war. The 
militarisation of British society is 
well underway with proposals for 
Defence Readiness Bill, a 
crackdown on protests, and plans 
to encourage students to become 
military cadets. It really is true: a 
peace movement is more 
necessary than ever, and CND is 
indispensable to that, with your 
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Company Secretary 
Katy West 

As Membership 
Database and Systems 
Officer for CND 
between 2005 and 
2008 I worked with 
staff, volunteers, CND 
groups and affiliated 

organisations.  Since 2009 I have been 
an elected member of CND National 
Council, Company Secretary and a 
member of AFG & CAWG and I was 
CND Vice Chair from 2015 to 2016. 

Since leaving the CND staff team I 
have worked and been a workplace 
Union Rep at various charities and 
believe I can provide a useful insight 
into membership and fundraising and 
HR policy, by combining my 
knowledge of the processes and 
priorities of CND with the additional 
experience of working within larger 
NGOs.  All organisations must 
respond to the changes that the 
current national and global changes 
will bring about and I would like to 
continue helping CND to do that.

support I’ll keep doing my bit, 
contributing knowledge, experience, 
time, enthusiasm.  

 
Treasurer 
Linda Hugl  

As Treasurer I aim to 
ensure that we make 
the best use of our 
finances and other 
resources so that our 
campaign is as 
effective as possible. I 

have the experience, working with 
staff, AFG and officers to make the 
best use of our current finances. This 
is crucial in the coming years of 
political upheaval caused by the 
increased militarisation and 
nuclearisation of the UK, NATO and 
Europe as well as the increasing 
restrictions on our rights to protest. 
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Daniel Blaney 
Vice-Chair 2010-2023.  
CND member since 
1990s.   
Longstanding member 
of CND Council’s 
Admin & Finance 

Group. Addressed numerous 
meetings, protests and rallies on 
behalf of the campaign.  

With much experience of CND’s 
internal operation and campaigning 
messages over the last fifteen years 
or so, I believe I can continue to 
contribute to CND on National 
Council.   

CND’s participation in broader 
campaigns for peace and justice, in 
particular as part of Palestine 
Coalition, is vital, to make the links 
between nuclear danger and other 
global concerns.  

 I am keen for CND to continue to 
find ways to work on defence 
diversification and increase domestic 
pressure to sign the Global Ban 
Treaty. We need continue to 
campaign against US nuclear bombs 
in Britain. Meanwhile we have the folly 
and dangers of nuclear power which 
won’t solve the energy crisis and 
dealing daily with the implications of 
Nato expansion that have never been 
felt more acutely. All this provides 
many reasons to build our 
membership and activists.   

 
Sarah Cartin 

Former CND Vice Chair, 
Yorkshire CND Co-
Ordinating committee 
member & staff 
member. Professional 
skills and experience in 

Public Sector, HR and Learning & 
Organisational Development.   

The role of CND is more critical 
than ever in leading campaigning 
action to unite the peaceful majority 
and challenge the increasing attacks 
on our right to protest. Our 
campaigning has always and must 

continue to bring strength, courage 
and momentum to our movement. As 
we continue to resist nuclear 
hypocrisy, genocide in Gaza and 
climate catastrophe, we must 
continue to build CND to secure a 
safe future of peace and justice.  

 
Jenny Clegg 

CND Council; 
International Advisory 
Group; Greater 
Manchester CND. This 
year I have spoken at 
various local, national 

and international events. I continue to 
keep a close eye on developments in 
the Pacific, writing articles as well as 
reporting to Council and IAG on these 
and other international issues. 

Trump blunders around in complex 
conflicts; Starmer leads Europe in 
sabotaging Ukrainian peace talks, 
avid to get boots on the ground. 
Apparently, Britain will defend Taiwan 
against China - Japan, South Korea 
Australia or even the US - none 
makes such a commitment. Worst is 
the Gaza situation and UK complicity: 
nothing exposes more the bankrupt 
nature of the world order and our own 
political system than the failure here.  
As the world becomes more 
dangerous, for CND to keep up 
international work, strengthening 
contact with countries in the Global 
South which suffer the most from 
global instabilities, remains essential.  
 
David Cull 

Living close to RAF 
Lakenheath makes me 
acutely aware of the 
dangers the return of 
American nuclear 
weapons poses to 

Suffolk. I am committed to the pledge I 
read out at the Airbase to make 
Lakenheath a nuclear-free zone. I have 
organised local anti-war meetings, 
gaining exposure in the media.  

I am the Secretary of the Suffolk 

Amal branch of the Communication 
Workers Union. Living in a nuclear-
free world must become a trade 
union issue. CND is now a permanent 
agenda item at union meetings in 
Suffolk. There are opportunities to 
develop and improve links with the 
wider trade union movement. I 
organise the Suffolk News Club, 
which is part of the Peace and Justice 
Project, offering independent news 
including highlighting local campaigns 
such as No Nukes at Lakenheath. We 
must seize the opportunity to work 
with a new political party to confront 
the threat of nuclear war.  

 
Tom Cuthbert 

I have been active in 
CND since 1979 
‘Refusing Cruise’, and 
regional ‘rep’ on CND 
Council in the 1990’s. 
As Directly Elected, 

became Chair of St Albans CND in 
2023, have composed information 
and resolution papers for Council, 
contribute to Campaigns Group, 
countless webinars, and peace for 
Gaza marches.  

In contributing to National Council, 
it is evident that CND’s partners in 
Britain as STWC, XR, GWUAN, ICAN, 
UNA and new parties are resisting 
warmongering, militarised, 
international relations. As our nuclear 
modernising government gambles 
with the folly of ‘deterrence’ - 
catastrophe looms large again. To 
highlight nuclear disarmament as a 
global policy for genuine security 
CND can promote our Alternative 
Defence Review countering Labour’s 
profligate Strategic Defence Review. 
With our allies we must break the ball 
and chain of the “special 
relationship”, resist being a fragment 
in the jigsaw of Trump’s dystopia and 
demand a budget for diplomacy and 
peace.  

 
 

Directly elected National Council members



CONFERENCE 2025

9

Emma Dent Coad 
My association with 
peace movements goes 
back 50 years. I first 
met Bruce Kent when I 
was in my teens, when 
he was Catholic 

Chaplain at UCL. I was politically 
active at school, and (while not 
religious) support Pax Christi and the 
Columbans. At Remembrance Day I 
wear a white poppy with pride.  

I have been politically active via 
elected union representation at school, 
college and uni. My 17 years on RBKC 
Council, a year on the GLA's London 
Fire and Emergency Planning Authority 
and 30 months as MP for Kensington 
has equipped me to be an effective 
committee member known for reading 
background documents and unafraid to 
ask challenging questions.   

We are in a period of profound and 
deepening unrest world-wide, and 
the threat of war between super-
powers and fears for nuclear war are 
very real. I would be proud to be part 
of the national campaign to raise 
awareness and work for nuclear 
disarmament.    

 
Jayne Fisher 

I am a longstanding 
CND member and 
supporter. I have 
served on CND’s 
National Council and 
International Advisory 

Group for the past year. I have also 
actively supported, promoted and 
attended CND activities during this 
crucial time, in particular the actions in 
support of Palestine and against the 
genocide in Gaza.  

I have many years of campaigning, 
labour movement and advocacy 
experience, in particular on 
international issues and in the peace 
movement. I have particularly worked 
in relation to advancing peace and 
justice in Ireland, Latin America and 
most recently in solidarity with 
Palestine. I have experience of 
working to promote broad support 
and alliances, from Parliament and 

cross-party campaigning through to 
the grassroots. I would like to 
continue to support CND’s 
campaigning and international work 
as a Council Member over this vital 
coming year.  
 
Phillip Gilligan 

Co-ordinator - South 
Lakeland and Lancaster 
District and Cumbria & 
Lancashire CND. Since 
2017: promoting CND in 
South Cumbria and 

North Lancashire. Initiated and 
promoted national CND event at BAE 
in Barrow – 26 March 2025. 
Previously: Chair, Greater Manchester 
and District CND + delegate to 
National Council.   

We must ensure our messages are 
heard, locally, nationally and 
internationally. Media and politicians 
(especially in England) promote 
nuclear weapons and nuclear power, 
and it remains essential that we resist 
these dangerous policies and, in 
doing so, build alliances with others, 
both within and beyond the 
mainstream. We need to highlight 
dangers and costs, and to build 
resistance and dissent. In particular, we 
need to highlight and emphasise 
nuclear issues in struggles to tackle the 
climate emergency and campaigns for 
a ‘greener’ economy. We must 
campaign vigorously for an end to arms 
sales, most especially to Israel, and 
demand a peaceful foreign policy.  

 
Sam Mason 

I've been active in CND 
and anti-nuclear 
campaigning since the 
1980’s. I've been on 
CND council for five 
years, part of the 

alternative defence review group, and 
represented CND at events. As a trade 
unionist I campaign within the labour 
movement for socially and ecologically 
useful jobs based on peace.  

I have served on National Council 
and been a member of the Trade 
Union Advisory Group (TUAG) for five 

years. As a trade unionist, I aim to 
ensure CND council is alive to debate 
within the labour movement on 
defence and nuclear issues. I have also 
been a vice-chair to the alternative 
defence review working group and 
hope to continue to input to this vital 
work at a time of increasing 
militarisation and threat of nuclear 
war.  I hope also to be able to further 
the work with colleagues in TUAG 
increasing the activism of trade unions 
within CND.  

 

Murad Qureshi 
I been actively 
involved in Anti-war 
movement for past 5 
years at STW Coalition 
& more recently 
Liberation (movement 

for colonial freedom). l am well 
informed about geo-politics of the 
world today in places like Afghanistan 
and South Asia, the increasing global 
tensions between US & China and 
also between Pakistan & India the 
latter all but forgotten.  

I am committed to an anti-nuclear 
arms world, when we have a British 
government pushing through further 
defense expenditure and increase of 
our nuclear capability, in breach of 
international agreements. We must 
pledge ourselves to redouble efforts 
for nuclear peace and disarmament.   

l will be useful in working with the 
rest of the anti-war movement in the 
UK and beyond with my experiences 
over the last 5 years at STW coalition. 
Furthermore, l have keen knowledge of 
the Pakistan-India conflict, a forgotten 
nuclear threat and the growing tension 
between India and China which we 
must not lose sight of as well.   

 
Tony Staunton 

Member of CND 
National Council for 
over 20 years, 
currently vice-Chair 
with responsibility 
towards campaigns, 

building support for the 2025 CND 
Tour of Bases and action against 
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Trident at Plymouth Devonport, 
facilitating CND Campaigns Group 
and supporting TUAG. I have 
significant experience in the trade 
union and socialist movement.  

The current multifaceted global 
crisis is deepening international 
tension and divisions. CND must win 
the wider movement to oppose 
Trident Replacement and expose the 
imminent threat of nuclear war. The 
Climate Emergency demands 
transformation of our economy for 
climate jobs and infrastructure, 
cancelling spending on nuclear 
weapons and nuclear power, 
emphasising Welfare not Warfare! As 
a socialist worker-activist I am a 
member of the National Steering 
Group of the Campaign against 
Climate Change, President of 
Plymouth Trades Union Council and 
UCU Branch chair, seek to 
continuously make links and embed 
our CND objectives into the wider 
Movement of Movements.  

 
Annie Tunnicliffe 

50+ years’ experience:  
• 80’s set up 
Southdowns’ CND in 
Sussex  
• Chaired Oxford CND 
(Campaign Atom)   

• Greenham Common Involved at 
Greenham couple of years  
• CND National Council, Projects 
Committee and setting up the NVDA 
network  
• Organised demos Molesworth, 
Upper Heyford etc  
• Star marches - organised 16 
marches to Greenham 1983  
• Local campaigning in Haringey  

Currently a member of the Trade 
Union Advisory Group.  

Involved with Lakenheath vigils 
etc. Attended CND nuclear protest 
day in Plymouth and at the dockyard.  

In my working life I have been a 
consultant and trainer for companies 
and organisations on a wide range of 
issues and am used to thinking 
strategically.  

If I say I will do something, I will do it!  

Hannah Tweddell 
Student CND 2003–
2007; Directly Elected 
Council member 2006–
2008 & 2011– 2016 & 
2020 - present; 
Yorkshire CND 

Development Worker 2008-2011; 
CND Vice Chair 2016-2019; Bristol 
CND Chair 2012– present.  
Experienced in running regional and 
local campaigns as well as 
organising students on sustainability 
related campaigns. Led local 
organisation of 2018 national 
conference.  

Amid the continuing war in 
Ukraine, the threat of US nuclear 
weapons coming to Lakenheath 
and the continued devastating 'cost 
of living' crisis, we must continue to 
be pushing the arguments to scrap 
Trident.  Continuing to make links 
with other campaigns including 
climate change, anti-austerity and 
others in the peace movement to 
mobilise.  Supporting local groups to 
campaign including through the 
Nuclear Ban Communities initiative. 
Continuing to lobby national 
government and work with 
international peace partners.  I will 
bring my knowledge of local and 
regional campaigning as well as 
previous experience as Vice Chair.  

 
Jedediah Watkins 

As an active member 
of Lewisham & 
Greenwich CND, I 
have built fundraisers 
and organised public 
meetings on: Ukraine 

War, Iran and the escalating war 
drive. I have run stalls and leafleted 
to promote these events. I've 
proudly carried CND's national 
banner at a large number of 
Palestine demonstrations.  

I am deeply concerned about the 
growing threat of nuclear weapons 
being used in war, especially since 
Trump's re-election. It's evident 
there is no more pressing time for 
change, peace and nuclear 

disarmament. I will contribute 
energetic, grassroots organising to 
strengthen our national campaign.  

I understand that our strength 
lies in our passionate, organised 
communities. I want to bring my 
experience to help empower local 
branches through practical support 
on how to build links with allied 
movements to broaden our reach 
and recruit new members. I would 
be honoured to help build a 
stronger, more dynamic CND!  

 
Dave Webb  

CND member for over 
30 years, former CND 
Chair Chair of 
Yorkshire CND, 
Convenor of the 
Global Network 

Against Weapons and Nuclear 
Power in Space. We must continue 
to highlight the absurdity of UK 
nuclear weapons that are basically 
non-functional and tie us much too 
closely to the US. Also, the UK must 
not follow the US by further 
militarising and endangering the 
space environment. The major 
powers rely heavily on space 
technology and an arms race in 
outer space must be prevented. As 
well as killing tens of thousands, 
devastating the environment and 
threatening a nuclear exchange, the 
wars in Gaza and Ukraine have also 
been used to develop and 
demonstrate new technologies 
such as hypersonic weapons, AI, 
surveillance, hacking and signal 
jamming among other things. We 
must stay aware of these 
developments that threaten more 
death and destruction. Other ways 
of settling disputes are possible. 
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Logan Williams 
Stop the War Ceredigion 
founder and secretary 
2016-2018.  
Labour CND youth 
officer 2020-21  
Active peace activist 

within the NEU and labour movement 
since 2021 collaborating on motions on 
topics such as Ukraine, Peace 
Education and Palestine.  

As the War drums continue to beat 
across Europe and we see 
governments; including our own, turn to 
mass uplifts in their military spending. It 
is vital that movements for peace work 
with activists to build opposition to this 
massive increase in military spending 
within their labour movements. If 
elected I would seek to utilise my 
experience within the NEU to further 
CND's work in this area with the 
Alternative Defence Review.   

As well as this I would like to use my 
5 years of experience as a Secondary 
History Teacher to further CND's Peace 
Education work through engagement 
where possible with teacher training 
providers and schools but also with 
unions including my own, the NEU, and 
other education unions to embed it 
within the approach of members.  

 
Sue Wright 

A retired primary 
school head, I got 
involved with Norwich 
and District CND and 
took on the chair 
several years ago. I 

maintained and grew the contact list 
and website and helped to organise 
regular events, like monthly peace 
vigils, Burston strike school rally, 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
commemorations.  

I have helped to organise 
demonstrations at RAF/USAF 
Lakenheath, last year becoming part 
of the Lakenheath Alliance for Peace 
which set up the walk from Norwich 
to Lakenheath and the Peace Camp 
in July, then this year the two-week 
long camp and international 
conference in April, which included 
speakers from around the world.  

As a member of the Council, I 
continue to contribute my 
knowledge of Lakenheath and have 
been part of the police liaison team. 
I have spoken at demonstrations. I 
am also part of the Peace Education 
team and hope to see their work 
extended into more primary schools. 
I am working with others to improve 
links between groups and individuals 
in the East of England.   
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11.40: Policy Conference First Session  
Resolution 1. Halting Britain’s nuclear expansionism  
Resolution 2: Missile Defence  
Resolution 3: Britain’s role in European rearmament  

 
12.30 Lunch 
 
1.15 Policy Conference Second Session 

Resolution 4: Building the Movement, building the links 
Resolution 5: Alternative Defence Review – Welfare not Warfare 
Resolution 6: Demonstrations at Embassies 
Resolution 7: Promoting the Alternative Defence Review- Now More than Ever 
Emergency Resolutions 
Resolution 8: Rise of Reform and the far-right 
Resolution 9: Nuclear implications of the Israel-US conflict with Iran 

 
3.30 Chair’s concluding remarks 

CND Policy Conference 2025  
 
Agenda Saturday 11th October
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Resolutions 2025 
1.  Halting Britain’s nuclear expansionism  
 
CND Conference notes: 
1. The British government’s announcement, as 

part of its enhanced participation in NATO’s 
nuclear mission, the purchase of 12 US F35A 
nuclear-capable fighter jets, to be stationed at 
RAF Marham with a likely delivery timeframe of 
2029. 

2. The purchases and ongoing costs, not yet 
published by the government, could be in the 
region of £1.5 billion. There are likely further 
costs: leasing US refuelling tankers, and costs to 
upgrade/refurbish so RAF Marham could house 
US nuclear bombs. 

 
CND further notes: 
1. Evidence of two deliveries of the US B61-12 

nuclear bombs to RAF Lakenheath in July, the 
first time US nuclear weapons have been 
stationed in Britain since 2008.  

2. CND conference believes: 
3. The purchase of F35A fighter jets is a huge 

expansion of Britain’s nuclear weapons 
capability, enabling it to launch nuclear weapons 
from both the sea and from the air.  

4. This expansion increases the risk of nuclear 
weapons being used in war.  

5. It further subordinates Britain’s military and 
nuclear programme under NATO and US 
command. 

6. The stationing of US nuclear bombs on British 
soil puts Britain on the frontline of a nuclear 
attack.  

7. These developments risk Britain being dragged 
into Trump’s reckless global wars – with nuclear 
flashpoints in Ukraine, the Middle East and the 
Asia Pacific.  

 
CND conference resolves: 
1. To build a strong campaign to halt this nuclear 

expansionism, working with peace, anti-war, 
climate action, global justice, anti-racist, anti-
austerity and wider campaigning organisations, 
civil society, trade unions, MPs, students and 
young people. 

2. To support CND regions and groups to do the 
same regionally and locally. 

3. To continue and strengthen our campaigning 
work in Lakenheath Alliance for Peace and build 
on the successful protests at RAF Lakenheath. 

4. To build successful actions at and activism 

around opposing the F35A deployments and the 
expansion and upgrade of RAF Marham  

 
Sophie Bolt 

 
 

2. Missile Defence 
 
Conference notes that: 
1. Satellites have become a vital component for the 

US and UK military and play a key role in missile 
defence programmes. 

2. The recent document ‘Space Warfighting: A 
Framework for Planners’ describes how the US 
will gain and maintain space superiority, it 
demonstrates how space is seen as another 
battleground and shows how the US seeks to 
control the various orbital regions and deny their 
use to others. 

3. The UK already hosts US Space Force systems 
at Fylingdales, Menwith Hill and Croughton and 
has joined the US in several military space 
projects (e.g. the DARC radars proposed for 
Pembrokeshire) and agreements (e.g. ‘Operation 
Olympic Defender’).  

4. President Trump’s recent ‘Golden Dome’ missile 
defence project involves the stationing of 
hundreds of missiles in space and will create a 
new arms race. 

5. Lockheed Martin has proposed a missile defence 
system for the UK and the MoD is pursuing its 
own Science and Technology Oriented Research 
and Development in Missile Defence project 
(STORM). The UK has also signed a letter of 
intent to join the ‘European sky shield’ air and 
missile defence project led by Germany.  

 
Conference believes that: 
1. Space is becoming increasingly militarised and 

there is a danger of its acceptance as a 
‘warfighting domain’. 

2. A war in space constitutes a huge threat to 
international security – the loss of a vital satellite 
could have catastrophic consequences. 

3. US and UK view space as a region for 
colonialization and exploitation, rather than as a 
‘global commons’ as envisioned by the ‘Outer 
Space Treaty’. 

4. Missile defence systems give the illusion of first-
strike survivability, which is counter to the 
Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) doctrine of 
nuclear deterrence 



CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

14

5. They also encourage others to expand their 
nuclear arsenals, blocking disarmament efforts. 

 
Conference resolves to: 
1. Reaffirm opposition to missile defence. 
2. Press the UK government to strengthen and 

expand the Outer Space Treaty to prevent an 
arms race in outer space. 

3. Support opposition to military bases and arms 
companies associated with the militarisation of 
space and missile defence. 

4. Continue to support the Global Network’s “Keep 
Space for Peace” week in October. 

 
Dave Webb  

 
Amendment: 
Add to "Conference notes that":  
6 Britain is expanding its military space programme 

with the DARC proposal in Pembrokeshire, further 
involving Britain in AUKUS. 

 
Add to "Conference resolves to"  
5 Continue to support the PARC Against DARC 

campaign. 
  

CND Cymru  
 
 
3. Britain’s role in European rearmament 
 
Conference notes:  
1. the likelihood of nuclear war is brought closer by 

the reemergence of a new nuclear arms race 
2. that war between Russia and Ukraine, backed 

by Nato, carries a significant danger of nuclear 
escalation, and 

3. that European member states have acceded to 
President Trump’s demand to play a greater 
financial and military role in Europe 

4. that steps by the EU to create a Europe-wide 
military architecture, including 
a) loosening fiscal rules so member states can 

borrow to raise military spending, and 
b). ReArm Europe Plan/Readiness 2030 to 

spend over €800bn by 2030 on stimulating 
military production, encouraging innovation, 
and creating an EU-wide market for military 
equipment 

5. that the UK government  
c) has adopted a ‘Nato first’ approach, with 

strengthened nuclear capability 
d) is purchasing 12 F-35A fighter jets, which will 

join Nato’s dual capable aircraft nuclear mission  

e) is moving Britain to warfighting readiness 
with the new generation Dreadnought 
submarines and nuclear powered SSN-
AUKUS submarines, and  

f) plans to introduce a Defence Readiness Bill 
to improve war preparedness, and  

g) encourage a 30% increase in cadets by 
2030 through a voluntary gap year scheme  

 
6. that the UK Government is positioning the UK to 

take a leading military role in Europe rearmament, 
including the UK-France Northwood Declaration, a 
nuclear coopera   tion accord, and the UK-Germany 
Kensington Treaty 

 
CND believes the main threat of war in Europe 
comes from Nato expansion and that human and 
climate security is best served by a commitment to 
peace, conflict resolution and a rules-based 
international order, not rearmament. 
 
CND resolves to significantly step up campaigning 
against European war preparations.  
 

International Advisory Group (IAG) 
 
Amendment: 
Add to "Conference notes:  
5 h) encourage volunteers to form a "home "guard" 

to defend such installations as nuclear plants 
against attack. 

 
CND Cymru 

 
 
4. Building the Movement, building the links 
 
CND notes: 
1. The involvement and leading role of the CND 

Trade Union Advisory Group (TUAG) in the 
formation and organisation of the We Demand 
Change organisation 
( https://wedemandchange.uk ), engaging with 
thousands of activists in meetings and events 
across England and Wales; 

2. The WDC demands “Welfare not Warfare”, 
giving an amplified space for CND’s demand for 
nuclear disarmament throughout the Movement, 
reaching new audiences and inviting activists to 
join; 

3. The WDC steering group includes trade union 
leaders alongside the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign, the Peoples Assembly, the Peace & 
Justice Project, Disabled People Against Cuts, 
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Strike Map, Fuel Poverty Action, Greener Jobs 
Alliance, Campaign against Climate Change, 
Stand Up To Racism, BFAWU trade union, and 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 

  
CND believes: 
1. The need for collaboration and coordination 

across the movement is essential at this time, 
especially in bringing the progressive campaigns 
into the trade union movement, workplaces and 
working class communities; 

2. The world is framed by multifaceted crisis, war, 
genocide, climate change, austerity and the 
threat of the far-Right; 

3. It is only through joined-up campaigning that we 
can unite an active critical mass capable of 
winning social change in favour of Peace with 
Social Justice. 

 
The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) 
resolves: 
1. To continue to support and offer leadership 

within the We Demand Change campaign, 
emphasising the cross-Movement priority for 
Nuclear Disarmament, “Welfare not Warfare” and 
“Invest in Peace”, bringing together all those who 
believe there is an alternative to nuclear 
Armageddon, wars, climate denial, austerity, 
poverty, oppression, ultra-nationalism and 
racism; and 

2. To support the We Demand Change organisation 
and calls for action through the CND Trade Union 
Advisory Group, prioritising the take-up of  CND 
policies and demands across the labour and 
trade union movement and wider social 
movements. 

 
Trade Union Advisory Group 

 
 
5. Alternative Defence Review –  
     Welfare not Warfare 
 
Conference welcomes the publication of the 
Alternative Defence Review (ADR) as an important 
collaboration between the CND trade union advisory 
group and the RMT trade union in its aim to challenge 
the narrative of war and the jobs myth of defence 
spending within the labour movement.  
 
Conference notes the: 
1. Strategic Defence Review (SDR), the National 

Security Strategy (NSS25) and the UK 
Government’s Industrial Strategy 2025 is 

predicated on war readiness, and as a ‘nuclear 
nation’, making explicit the links between civilian 
and military nuclear programmes; 

2. support of the main industrial unions for 
increased defence spending and militarisation; 

3. false premise of the so called ‘defence dividend’ 
or military Keynesianism, linking employment 
and the defence industry, and central to the 
government’s growth strategy and plan for 
change; 

4. increasing militarisation of education including 
the closer working of the MoD and Department 
of Education; 

5. real critical challenges of our time are climate 
change, environmental degradation, future 
pandemics - made more likely by climate 
change, inequality and poverty, in the UK and 
globally; 

6. Unite Union resolution to support worker led 
campaigns to boycott the handling of Israeli 
goods and services in their work places, and 
BDS campaigns in solidarity with Palestine; 

7. increasing threats to the right to protest. 
 
Conference resolves to: 
1. work with affiliated trade unions and wider 

labour movement to support trade union 
interventions into the ‘national conversation’ to 
raise awareness of the ADR under the banner of 
‘welfare not warfare’; 

2. seek to develop joint materials with the 
education unions to highlight skills and 
education pathways into socially and 
ecologically useful work; 

3. support and build links with trade union 
initiatives in the UK, European or International 
level organising against militarisation, war, and 
nuclear weapons, including the growing global 
movement of trade unionists refusing to handle, 
transport, or facilitate weapons that could be 
used in the ongoing genocide of the Palestinian 
people. 

4. increase trade union affiliations and participation 
in CND campaigning, including against the 
return of US nuclear weapons to the UK; 

5. support and promote actions in defence of the 
right to protest and collective action against 
increased militarisation. 

 
Trade Union Advisory Group 
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6. Demonstrations at Embassies 
 
CND:  
1. reaffirms its primary purpose of campaigning to 

rid the world of ALL nuclear weapons – the most 
powerful and toxic weapons ever created, 
threatening all forms of life  

2. notes the emphasis in the Strategic Defence 
Review (SDR) that  ”the UK is on a war footing” 

3. notes the rapid escalation of the drive to war, 
turbo-charged by the release of the SDR which 
urges “enhanced UK participation in NATO’s 
nuclear mission” 

4. further notes there is no discussion in the SDR 
about how the UK and the world can get back 
on the road to peace and disarmament  

5. condemns Russia’s invasion and its use of 
nuclear threats as part of its strategy in Ukraine 

 
CND believes: 
1. that genuine security can only be achieved by 

taking account of the security concerns of every 
country and the SDR fails completely to 
recognise this 

2. that the nuclear weapons of every nuclear 
armed country fail to provide genuine security 
and involve a diversion of resources away from 
the true needs of the people 

3. that the dangers of military doctrines promoting 
the use of so-called tactical nuclear weapons 
need to be highlighted 

4. that the security concerns of the general public 
in all countries are legitimate, and that CND's 
visibility and credibility will be enhanced if we 
emphasise our opposition to ALL nuclear 
weapons 

 
CND resolves: 
1. to hold a national demonstration that starts at 

the Russian Embassy and then goes to the US 
Embassy via the MOD 

2. if logistics allow, this demonstration should also 
take in the French and Chinese Embassies, and 
the embassies of other nuclear-armed states 

 
Haringey CND  

 
 

7.  Promoting the Alternative Defence Review -  
      Now More than Ever 
 
Conference notes: 
1. In his preface to the Strategic Defence Review, 

Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer boasted “the 
largest sustained increase in defence spending 
since the Cold War” allegedly to counter 
“multiple direct threats” in “the world itself beset 
by volatility and deep uncertainty”. 

2. The government argues much of “the largest 
sustained increase” is intended for “a 
modernised nuclear deterrent” termed “the 
bedrock of the UK’s defence and the 
cornerstone of its commitment to NATO and 
global security”. 

3. CND’s working group published our Alternative 
Defence Review in May 2025 debunking the 
myth that defence spending promotes growth 
in the economy and advocated for a genuinely 
open public debate on the UK’s increasing 
militarisation alongside stronger scrutiny and 
democratic accountability. 

 
In the light of our grave concern at the present 
Labour government’s promotion of nuclear 
militarisation in UK society and Europe. 
 
Conference with some urgency resolves to: 
1. Promote the content of the Alternative Defence 

Review and further related publications as 
widely as possible  

2. Inform our national membership, new members, 
local CND groups, area groups, regions, 
affiliated organisations, trade unions, 
sympathetic political parties, activists in other 
groups, MPs, local councillors, UN supporters, 
continental  supporters, and the uncommitted 
public to oppose the "nuclear deterrent 
narrative” using our Review. 

3. Assist members and all the above to promote 
open political debate, within a convenient 
geographical proximity to each other, to 
maintain awareness and opposition to public 
militarisation and government nuclear 
rearmament in the Strategic Defence Review in 
the period leading up to the next General 
Election and beyond. 

 
Tom Cuthbert 
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8. Rise of Reform and the far-right 
 
CND Conference notes 
1. The rise of Reform UK (RUK) with 4 MPs and 2 

directly elected mayors, and now controlling twelve 
local councils; 

2. That Nigel Farage described nuclear weapons “the 
really decisive option” (Express, 2024).  

3. The rise in fascist organisation in the UK and across 
the world, with organised public actions targeting 
Black and Muslim people, migrants and asylum 
seekers, promoting white supremacy, misogyny 
and war on Islam, including hundreds of thousands 
of active supporters of the self-styled Islamophobe 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon (ka “Tommy Robinson’), 
with links to RUK; 

4. The decision of CND Policy Conference 2024 to 
support the Stand Up To Racism organisation 
challenging RUK, also supported by the Trades 
Union Congress. 

 
CND Conference believes: 
1. That the continued austerity policies of central 

government, producing the most extreme divisions 
of wealth and poverty in the UK for over 100 years 
has produced discontent and alienation from 
parliamentary democracy; and  

2. That the lack of effective political alternative to the 
far right has led to widespread electoral support as 
a vote of protest at the lack of representation in 
Parliament, with the consequent rise of fascist and 
ultra-nationalist organisations promoting violence 
on the streets and against minority groups. 

 
CND Conference resolves: 
1. To publicly oppose the far right internationally and 

Reform UK; 
2. To highlight the links between nuclear weapons, 

colonisation and white supremacy, and the 
disproportionate and negative impact of the global 
nuclear weapons system on marginalised 
communities notably indigenous, black, brown and 
people of colour; and 

3. Continue to actively support the campaign events, 
protests and publicity of the Stand Up To Racism 
organisation, placing a specific and detailed 
emphasis on the link between ultra-nationalism and 
war, and promoting the unity demand of “Welfare 
not Warfare”. 

 
Tony Staunton 

 

9. Nuclear implications of the Israel-US 
     conflict with Iran 
 
CND Conference notes 
1. Israel and the US carried out military attacks 

on Iranian nuclear facilities in June, despite 
a) their clear and unambiguous illegality 

under international law 
b) IAEA confirmation that no evidence 

supported claims that Iran was developing 
nuclear weapons, and 

c) US National Intelligence Director’s 
testimony to Congress that Iran’s stocks 
of enriched uranium did not mean it was 
building nuclear weapons 

2. Israel:  
d) is an undeclared nuclear weapons state  
e) has not signed the NPT 
f) does not permit IAEA inspection of its 

nuclear facilities, and 
g) at the outset of the attacks, Prime Minister 

Netanyahu called for regime change, 
urging the people of Iran to overturn their 
leaders 

3. Iran:  
h) is a signatory to the NPT  
i) asserts its nuclear programme is for 

peaceful purposes  
j) before the June attacks, made clear its 

willingness to return to its JCPoA 
obligations if sanctions were lifted 

 
CND Conference further notes 
4. during the attacks, Prime Minister Netanyahu 

publicly called for regime change, urging 
Iranians to oust their leaders 

5. President Trump National Security 
Presidential Memorandum 2, February 2025, 
includes denying Iran intercontinental ballistic 
missiles as well as other asymmetric and 
conventional weapons capabilities. 

 
CND Conference decides CND will: 
1. campaign for talks to re-establish a nuclear 

weapons agreement in return for removing 
nuclear-related sanctions and permitting 
nuclear inspections, whilst  

2. continuing to build support amongst public and 
government for a nuclear-weapons free zone 
agreement as an indispensable component of a 
lasting peace in the Middle East. 

 
Labour CND  
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External Objectives: 
1. Elimination of British nuclear 

weapons and global abolition of 
nuclear weapons 

• Cancellation of Trident by the 
British government and policy not 
to replace or enhance Trident nor 
develop, purchase or deploy other 
nuclear weapons or allow the 
deployment of any foreign nuclear 
weapons on British soil or in British 
waters. 

• An all encompassing Fissile 
Material cut-Off Treaty is agreed. 

• Implementation of an arms 
conversion policy by the British 
government. 

• Immediate negotiations leading 
swiftly to the rapid, timetabled 
abolition of nuclear forces 
worldwide and the conclusion of a 
global nuclear ban treaty. 

• Prevention  and cessation of wars 
in which the nuclear weapons of 
Britain or other countries might be 
used and strengthening the UN 
role in peaceful conflict resolution.  

 
2. Abolition of other threats of 

mass destruction or 
indiscriminate effect 

• Full international compliance with 
agreed Chemical Weapons 
Convention (CWC). 

• A strengthened Biological Weapons 
Convention (BWC) agreed. 

• Global abandonment of space 
weapons and missile defence 
programmes. An international 
agreement on the Prevention of an 
Arms Race in Outer Space.  

• Implementation of a ban on the 
manufacture, testing and use of 
Depleted Uranium weapons. 

 

3. Nuclear-free, less 
militarised and more secure 
Europe 

• Extension of the influence, 
resources and funding of the 
Organisation for Security and Co-
Operation on Europe (OSCE). 

• No military nuclearisation of the 
European Union. 

• Withdrawal of all US military bases 
and nuclear weapons from Europe 
and no nuclear or other expansion 
of NATO. 

• Formal Nuclear Weapon-Free 
Zones in Europe established. 

• Britain withdrawn from NATO and 
all foreign military bases on British 
soil closed. 

 
4. The closure of the nuclear 

power industry 
• Prevention of new build nuclear 

power stations and replacement of 

nuclear by universally acceptable. 
sustainable energy technologies  

• Establishment of safe policies on 
nuclear waste storage and on re-
use of contaminated land.  

• stopping the re-use, trade in and 
transport of plutonium and 
depleted uranium. 

• independent control and 
verification of plutonium, uranium 
and depleted uranium stocks. 

 
Internal Objectives:  
Growth in active campaigning 
leading to increased effectiveness 
of CND’s political influence. 
• Facilitate campaigning by 

individuals. 
• Further support for NVDA networks 
• CND’s media profile heightened. 
• Strengthened local 

groups/regions/nations structure. 
• Build alliances with organisations 

and communities with shared or 
linked goals. 

 
Increase in CND’s disposable 
income. 
• More members/supporters. 
• More effective membership 

fundraising. 
• New income sources developed. 
• More affiliated organisations. 

October 2017

Statement of Aims 
CND campaigns non-violently to rid the world of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction and to create 
genuine security for future generations. 

CND aims to: 
• Change government policies to bring about the elimination of British nuclear weapons as a major contribution to 

global abolition; 
• Stimulate wide public debate on the need for alternatives both to the nuclear cycle and to military attempts to 

resolve conflict; 
• Empower people to engage actively in the political process and to work for a nuclear-free and peaceful future; 
• Co-operate with other groups in the UK and internationally to ensure the development of greater mutual security.

CND’s strategic objectives
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Guide to CND rules on Conference 
1. The constitution of CND is laid down in the documents 

‘Memorandum and Articles of Association’ (Memarts) 
and ‘Regulations made under section 56 of the Articles 
of Association’ (Regs). These lay out the aims and the 
rules that we operate under and should be referred to 
for detailed advice. They can be found on the website: 
www.cnduk.org/about/cnds-structure. 

 
2. Most of these rules can only be changed by ‘special’ 

resolutions to the AGM that are agreed by 3/4 or 2/3 
majorities; depending on which section they are in. 
They are ‘special’ resolutions because there are 
specific rules about how they are put. 

 
3. The constitution also gives permission for Council to 

be able to change some rules, sections 5, 6 & 7 of the 
Regs; the last of these deals with conference and 
standing orders (SO). There are some changes made 
in 2022 to reflect practices adopted in an online 
conference, and emphasising the importance of 
gender balance in debate.  

 
Membership 
4. Company Members are individuals and organisations 

that support the objects of CND, pay their 
subscriptions, are admitted by Council, and agree to 
be liable for £1 if CND is wound up. A special meeting 
of Council will be convened the morning of 
Conference to ratify any outstanding Company 
Membership applications. 

 
5. Individuals and organisations who haven’t accepted or 

are unwilling to accept liability can be members of 
CND, but have no voting rights at Conference or AGM. 

 
6. Voting rights at Conference are the same as at the 

AGM. 
 
Voting 
7.  Individuals have only one vote each. Organisations 

have up to five votes each and one or more delegates 
can hold these votes. The maximum number of 
delegates is the same as the number of votes an 
organisation is entitled to. An individual can vote as an 
individual and as a delegate. For votes on resolutions 

where a full count is required, procedures will have 
been sent to delegates in advance of conference.  

 
8. The entitlement of votes (and delegates) per 

organisation is: 
• Christian CND, Labour CND, Ex-Services CND, 

Y&SCND & Student CND, Nations & Regions 5 votes 
each; 

• CND Groups, 1 vote per 5 Company Members to a 
maximum of 5 votes, all of which can be held by one 
delegate; 

• Affiliates with more than 5,000 members, 3 delegates 
with one vote each, with between 2,000 and 5,000 
members, two delegates with one vote each, with less 
than 2,000 members, one delegate with one vote. 

 
(CND Areas that once made up a Region are entitled to 
five votes between them). 
 
Resolutions 
9. Ordinary (policy and organisational) resolutions and 

strategic objectives, even if passed overwhelmingly, do 
not change the Memarts or Regs and are subservient 
to them. 

 
10. Strategy resolutions provide the priorities for CND 

activities. There should be a strategy debate at every 
Conference so that we are clear about our priorities 
and don’t overburden our resources. 

 
There are a number of rules, see the Conference Standing 
Orders, about the number and length of strategic 
objectives and sub objectives and when changes can be 
made. 
 
11. Ordinary resolutions that refer to issues not included in 

the strategic objectives have a low priority but those 
that do refer to strategic objectives and sub objectives 
do affect how the objectives are carried out. 

 
12. Although Conference takes the highest level of 

decisions for CND, Council can take practical 
considerations, especially financial ones, into 
consideration before implementation of any of its 
decisions. 
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adaptations at the beginning of conference. 
 
20. Votes shall be taken by a show of voting cards. The 

Chairperson will, in the first instance, be responsible 
for deciding the outcome of a vote, but a count by 
tellers will be carried out if requested by the 
Chairperson or by 30 voting delegates. If the 
outcome of the vote is close, any voting delegate 
may call for a recount, the result of which will be final. 

 
21. Whenever the Chairperson speaks any person 

speaking shall immediately give way.  
 
22. The following procedural resolutions may be put 

during debate. The proposer of a procedural motion 
shall be entitled to one minute to explain the reasons 
for the procedural motion. A spokesperson for the 
Steering Committee may then speak for one minute, 
after which the motion will be put to the vote.  
a. A motion that the resolution be taken in parts (to 

be specified).  
b. A motion to refer the resolution under debate. The 

motion must specify the body to which the 
resolution is being referred.  

c. A motion to move next business.  
d. A motion that the debate should continue.  
e. A motion that the resolution should now be put.  
f. A challenge to the Chairperson’s ruling.  
 
Motions a), b), c), d), and e) are carried by a simple 
majority.  
Motion f) requires the support of two thirds present 
and voting to be carried.  
 
No procedural resolution other than the above may be 
put. When the mover of a resolution has summed up no 
procedural motion may be raised until the vote has been 
taken, except in the case of motion f) and then only 
when the challenge refers to the conduct of the vote. 

 
Reports to Conference  
23. All reports may be followed by questions from the 

floor. All or part of a report may be referred back to 
Council if the Conference so desires.  Reports shall 
be endorsed by simple majority. 

 
Elections  
24. Elections for officer positions shall be conducted by 

the system of single transferable vote, except where 

Standing orders
Part 2: The Conduct of Conference  
 
Order of business  
12. No changes or additions to the order of business set 

out in the Final Agenda shall be allowed except by:  
a. The suspension of Standing Orders under SO 25.  
b. A proposal from the Steering Committee accepted 

by Conference.  
c. Rules for discussion.  
 

13. The CAWG shall set time limits for speeches which shall 
be set out in the Final Agenda. These limits may be 
reduced by the Steering Committee or by the 
Chairperson, if in their opinion the timetable demands it.  

 
14. If, after a resolution has been proposed, there is no 

speech against, the Chairperson may, at his or her 
discretion, put the resolution straight to the vote.  

 
15. The proposer of a resolution shall have the right to 

reply to the debate immediately before the vote is 
taken, unless the procedure in SO 14 is being invoked. 
A speaker exercising the right of reply shall not 
introduce new matter.  

 
16. A resolution or amendment, once on the Final Agenda, 

may not be withdrawn except by leave of Conference.  
 
17. Except as provided for in SO 15 no one shall speak 

more than once to any resolution or amendment.  
 

18. Speakers shall be selected by the Chairperson, from 
those who indicate their wish to speak. In choosing 
speakers the Chairperson shall attempt to provide a 
balanced debate between different viewpoints, and in 
particular shall attempt to call speakers alternately for 
and against. The Chairperson shall also have regard to 
the number of times a person has already been called 
to speak and gender balance.  

 
19. The Steering Committee will assist the Chairperson 

(who will have the final say) in organising the voting on 
amendments to resolutions to avoid contradictory 
resolutions. It will aim to facilitate the moving of 
procedural resolutions to avoid unnecessary time loss 
during debates. The steering committee may make 
necessary adaptations to standing orders 19 and 20 
during a public health emergency should the entirety of 
conference take place virtually and report those 
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the position is uncontested, in which case the 
endorsement of more than 50% of voting delegates 
shall be required. In the case of only two candidates for 
Chair and/or Treasurer only one vote will be cast. In all 
cases, all candidates shall appear on the ballot form(s) 
in alphabetical order for each officer position. 

  
25. In elections for National Council, the names of all 

candidates shall appear on one ballot form in 
alphabetical order. Delegates shall receive a number of 
ballot papers equal to their voting entitlement. On each 
ballot paper, delegates shall be entitled to vote for a 
number of candidates equal to the number of places 
available. Ballot papers with more than the required 
number of votes shall be considered spoilt.  
In both cases, the criteria for deciding whether or not a 
ballot paper is spoilt shall be clear intent. The final 
arbiter of what constitutes clear intent shall be the 
tellers, who may consult with the Steering Committee. 

 
26. Candidates accepting nomination as national, regional 

or specialist section representatives for National 
Council on the due date shall then withdraw their 
name from the ballot for directly-elected National 
Council. members.  

 
Points of Order  
27. Any person may raise a point of order concerning 

these Standing Orders, and shall be entitled to be 
heard forthwith provided that they:  

a. State the Standing Order covering the matter they 
wish to raise.  

b. Have not previously raised a point of order in that 
debate.  

c. Shall not speak for more than one minute. When the 
mover of a resolution has summed up no point of 
order may be raised until the vote has been taken.  

 
Suspension of Standing Orders  
28. Any of these Standing Orders may be suspended 

with two thirds of those present and voting to do so. 
The proposer of such a suspension shall be entitled 
to one minute to explain the reasons for the 
suspension. A spokesperson for the Steering 
Committee may then speak for one minute, after 
which the motion will be put to the vote.  

 
29. Conference is the supreme decision making body of 

CND and it is expected that all resolutions passed be 
fully implemented. However, CND Council has the 
right to take into account practical considerations, 
particularly financial considerations, in considering 
such resolutions.  

 
Speech time limits  
Proposers of Resolutions: 5 minutes  
Proposers of Amendments: 3 minutes  
Speeches during debate: 3 minutes 
Proposer’s right of reply 4 minutes 

CND Council July 2022

Glossary 
 
AUKUS Australia, United Kingdom and United States (Trilateral Military Partnership) 
AFG Administration and Finance Group 
CAWG Conference Arrangements Working Group 
CNDPE CND Peace Education 
COP Conference of the parties (i.e. to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change) 
ICAN International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
NET Nuclear Education Trust 
NPT Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons  
TPNW Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
TUC Trades Union Congress
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The Green House, Ethical Property, 244 – 254 Cambridge Heath Road, London E2 9DA 
Nearest stations: Bethnal Green (Central Line, underground); Cambridge Heath (Weaver Line, Overground)  
 
Register online: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stop-british-nuclear-expansion-tickets-1706725093699
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