
Dounreay reactor test site
Reactors deactivated since 1994 – decommissioning 

ongoing

Coulport warhead stores
Nuclear warheads are stored in bunkers before 
being fi tted to Trident missiles. The missiles are 
normally loaded into Vanguard submarines in 

Georgia, USA

Faslane Submarine Base
Home base of the four nuclear-armed 

Vanguard submarines, one of which is always on 
patrol. Most of the UK’s other nuclear powered 

submarines are also based at Faslane.

Torness Nuclear 
Power Station

Two AGR reactors active from 1988 
– expected shutdown 2030

Hunterston Nuclear Power Station
Two Magnox reactors active 1964-1990

Two AGR reactors active from 1976 – expected shutdown 2023

Chapelcross Nuclear Power Station
Four Magnox reactors active 1959-2004

Original primary purpose was to produce plutonium for nuclear warheads Skelton 
transmitting station
MoD facility transmitting orders 

to submarines

Hartlepool 
Nuclear Power Station
Two AGR reactors active from 1983

Expected shutdown in 2024
Nominated site for new reactors

Sellafi eld
THORP & Magnox nuclear fuel reprocessing plants

Windscale Piles reactors active 1950-1957, closed after serious accident
Calder Hall power station, four Magnox reactors active 1956-2003

Drigg waste dump nearby
Nominated site for new reactors

BAE Systems, 
Barrow

Designs and builds nuclear submarines. 
Currently building Dreadnought subs.

Heysham Nuclear 
Power Station

Two sets of twin AGR reactors, fi rst set 
online from 1983, second from 1988

First set expected to close down in 2024, 
second set in 2030

Nominated site for new reactors

RAF Fylingdales radar station
Joint UK/US radar facility, used to track and target missiles. 
Upgraded to form part of the US Missile Defence system

RAF Lakenheath US base
US Air Force base hosted US free-fall nuclear bombs circa 

1954-2008. Home to F-15 strike fi ghters.

Wylfa Nuclear Power Station
Two Magnox reactors operating from 1971

First reactor shut down 2012, second reactor shut down 2015
Hitachi planning to build two new reactors on site 

Trawsfynydd 
Nuclear Power Station

Four Magnox reactors active 1959-2004
Two Magnox reactors

Opened 1965, closed 1991

Rolls Royce, 
Derby

Designs and produces propulsion 
systems for nuclear armed submarines RAF Molesworth US base

Provides command and intelligence support along with 
neighbouring US base RAF Alconbury. US to pull out by 

2023 and site to be sold

Berkeley Nuclear Power Station
Two Magnox reactors

Opened 1962, closed 1989

RAF Croughton
US Air Force communications and combat 

support hub.To be expanded to create a NATO 
‘Joint Intelligence          Analysis Centre’

Northwood HQ
Bunker complex where Trident 

launch commands would be issued

Sizewell Nuclear Power Station
Two Magnox reactors in use 1966 to 2006

PWR operating from 1995 – shutdown due 2035 but 20 year 
extension planned

Nominated site for new reactors

Bradwell Nuclear Power 
Station

   Two Magnox reactors in use 1962 to 2002
      Nominated site for new reactors – China     

        has signed agreement to complete work

MoD, Whitehall
Political decisions on nuclear use are taken in the PINDAR bunker. 

Nuclear Operations & Targeting Centre creates attack plans

Atomic Weapons 
Establishment

Warheads are designed, built and 
maintained at the Aldermaston & 

Burghfi eld sites

Corsham 
Trident Bunker

Underground bunker near 
Bath creates missile targeting 

instructions

RAF Welford US Base 
US Air Force bomb store with ‘secret’ junction 

from M4 marked ‘works access’Winfrith reactor test site 
Nine reactors built from 1958 with last closing 

in 1995. Decommissioning ongoing

Oldbury Nuclear Power 
Station

Two Magnox reactors 
Opened 1967, closed in 2012

Hitachi has plans for future reactors on site

Hinkley Point Nuclear Power 
Station

Two Magnox reactors in use 1965-2000
Two AGR reactors opened 1976 – expected shutdown 2023
EDF facing opposition to plans to build new reactors on site

Devonport Naval Base 
Maintains & refi ts submarines, refuelling their 

nuclear reactors. Also the ‘interim’ home of 
many decommissioned subs.

Dungeness A 
Nuclear Power Station

Two Magnox reactors in use 1965 to 2006
AGR reactor opened 1983 - expected 

shutdown 2028
Ruled out as site for new reactors due to 

environmental considerations

RAF Menwith Hill US base
NSA communications interception base covertly 

monitors electronic traffi c. 
Downlink station for satellite data as part of the US 

Missile Defence system.

Nuclear convoy routes
Trident warheads are regularly transported on Britain’s roads. The 

components for the warheads are made at AWE Aldermaston in Berkshire 
and taken to nearby AWE Burghfi eld for assembly. The convoys take the 

completed warheads from Burghfi eld north to Coulport on Loch Long, north 
of Glasgow. At Loch Long the carriers are unloaded and the warheads 

placed in underground bunkers in the Trident Area.
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Nuclear weapons 
production or storage

Submarine base or 
production site

Command and control 
facility

American Base

Magnox = The fi rst generation of British reactors, designed for plutonium production alongside generating electricity
AGR = Advanced Gas-cooled Reactor, the second generation of British reactors
PWR = Pressurised Water Reactor, the most common globally, used on submarines and at Sizewell B

Currently operating
nuclear power station

Currently operating,
also nominated as a site
for additional reactors

Nominated as a site
for new nuclear

reactors

No longer operating,
undergoing

decommissioning

Faslane submarine base, Argyll and Bute

Sizewell A & B nuclear power stations, Suffolk

RAF Menwith Hill, US spy base, North Yorkshire

RAF Fylingdales UK/US radar station,

North Yorkshire

Sellafi eld nuclear reprocessing site, Cumbria
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