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Safety fears at Faslane
CND Acting General Secretary Sara Medi Jones writes about
the latest scandal to engulf Britain’s nuclear weapons.

Protestors at the gate of Faslane base at recent Nae Nukes rally

T HAS BEEN revealed that 505 safety
incidents have taken place at the Faslane
naval base, where Britain’s nuclear
weapons system Trident is based, in the
last 12 years.
The Ministry of Defence (MoD)
disclosed the information in a letter by
Stuart Andrew MP, a minister in the
department, in response to a Parliamentary
question. 259 of these safety incidents
directly involved the nuclear-armed
submarines, while 23 had a ‘high potential’
for leaking radioactivity.
The naval base, on the River Clyde, 30
miles north-west of Glasgow, is home to
the UK’s four nuclear-armed Vanguardclass submarines, as well as three nuclearpowered Astute-class submarines. It is also
planned to be the base for the new
generation of nuclear-armed submarines –
the Dreadnought class.
A watchdog responsible for
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investigating the safety of Britain’s nuclear
weapons system has recently been
censored, with annual Trident safety
ratings no longer published for MPs and
members of the public to scrutinise. The
Defence Nuclear Safety Regulator (DNSR)
monitors the safety of the refurbishment,
transportation and storage of nuclear
warheads. It is also responsible for
monitoring the operation of the nuclear
submarines at Faslane. When the MoD
took this decision, CND feared that safety
at Faslane was worsening. The figures in
the defence minister’s letter confirm our
fears, revealing a catalogue of accidents.
The disclosure is just the latest in a long
line of setbacks for Britain’s nuclear
weapons system. In September,
Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee
published a report which revealed serious
infrastructure problems with the
replacement programme, including huge

Campaign
delays and overspending.
The MoD has placed
Babcock – which has won the
contract to support and
refurbish Britain’s existing fleet
of Trident submarines – under
scrutiny for the way it is
handling the project. Concerns
at Babcock could raise safety
issues if corners are cut to save
the flailing business, and the
history of the British nuclear
weapons system indicates there
will be plans to bail out the
company at tax payers’ expense
if the company’s position is
worse than reported.
And it was disgraceful to

discover last year that the
government had covered-up a
failed Trident missile test,
holding back this crucial
information while MPs were
deciding on the future of
nuclear weapons during a
Parliamentary vote in 2016.
The MoD is losing its grip
on its nuclear weapons
programme, as we lurch from
crisis to crisis. CND calls on
the government to assess again
the need for the Trident
replacement programme, where
surely – with a pragmatic
head – there can only be one
solution: to scrap it.
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Christmas gifts
With Christmas shopping in full swing, have you
considered giving your friends and family official CND
merchandise as a gift? We have a wide selection –
including T-shirts, badges, cards, books, posters and
more – at https://cnduk.shop/ so you’re sure to find
the perfect present for everyone!
For example, our most recent T-shirt is designed by
Britain’s leading political artist Peter Kennard. The
powerful Crushed Missile t-shirt makes a compelling
statement about the role of protest in standing up to
nuclear weapons.
Or for the book lover in your life, we have CND at 60.
Written by CND General Secretary Kate Hudson, this
is a fascinating inside account of six decades of CND.
You can also share the message of peace with our
new Christmas cards. Based on the classic Cats Against
the Bomb image, these are sure to bring a smile to
people’s faces.
Please order by Tuesday 18th December to
ensure delivery in time for Christmas.
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CND met with the Green
Party leadership last
month, who expressed
their full support for
working with us to
achieve our aims. And of
course, former party
leader Caroline Lucas MP
is Chair of Parliamentary
CND. If you’re a member
of the Green Party and a
member of CND, then
why not get more
involved with our Green
CND section?
Please get in touch –
amelia.womack@
greenparty.org.uk
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Who runs our schools?
CND Campaigns Assistant Scarlett Gurnham looks into the increasing
reach of arms companies in our schools.
ITTLE reported, yet
increasingly common,
arms companies are
expanding their deadly
enterprise to include the
education of English students.
Nowhere is this more evident
than in Barrow-in-Furness in
Cumbria. Utilising England’s
extensive academy system,
(where 35% of all state funded
schools are now academies),
BAE Systems - the weapons
company building the
replacement nuclear submarines
for Trident - is extending its
control over schools in the
town that contains the shipyard.
In 2015, the Furness
Academies Trust was
established by BAE. In
September of that year, the trust
took over sponsorship of
Furness Academy in Barrow,
making BAE Systems
responsible for the strategic
direction of the school. This
includes its performance,
finances, the establishment of
its governing body, and the
appointment of its head teacher.
However, not content to run
just one school, BAE is
currently in the process of
combining two multi-academy
trusts in Barrow: Furness
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BAE Systems – the
weapons company
building replacement
nuclear submarines
for Trident – is now
repsonsible for the
strategic running of a
school in Barrow.
Academies Trust and Inspired
Learning Multi Academy Trust.
As the latter is already a sponsor
of three schools in the area, this
new BAE multi-academy trust
would allow the weapons
company to exert enormous
influence on the educational
direction of the town. The likely
sponsor of at least four schools,
with the probability of more
due to its ‘open call’ to any
other school which wishes to
join the new trust, BAE is set to
become responsible for
approximately ten percent,
possibly more, of the schools in
Barrow.
This raises serious ethical
concerns. Most pressingly,
should an arms company be
able to take charge of the
‘strategic direction’ of a school?
Further, can an arms company
ever provide students with an
informed, impartial education?
Despite these glaring ethical

questions, academisation is in
fact only one of the ways in
which arms companies are
encroaching into education.
Many arms companies are
involved in the production of
free learning materials for
schools. For instance, Thales,
one of the biggest arms
producing companies in the
world, has developed lesson
plans and school strategies for
young children. Other
companies, including BAE
Systems, have also produced
learning materials for children as
young as seven. Citing a desire
to increase student engagement
with STEM (science,
technology, engineering and
maths) subjects, these resources
nonetheless heavily feature
militarism.
This increasing reach of arms
companies into schools clearly
compromises the integrity of
our education system. Arms
companies such as BAE and
Thales are linked to destructive
nuclear weapons and arms sales
to repressive regimes, and
questions should be raised about
whether they should be
entrusted with the education of
a significant proportion of an
entire town.
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What’s on

Manchester CND open
planning meeting
December 5th, 6:30pm-8pm
Manchester Central Library,
St Peter’s Square, Manchester
n Contact gmdcnd@gn.apc.org
Faringdon Peace Group
meeting, December 5th,
7:30pm, Friends Meeting
House, Faringdon
nContact 01367 710308 or
steve.jenny@hotmail.com
Oxford CND meeting
December 6th, 6:45pm
Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate's,
Oxford OX1 1BX
nContact 01865 248357 or
oxfordcnd@phonecoop.coop
Birkenhead CND meeting
December 11th, 8pm
18 Southdale Road, Tranmere
nContact 0151 201 2273 or
cath.page@phonecoop.coop
Abingdon Peace Group
meeting December 18th,
8pm, The Northcourt Centre,
Northcourt Road, Abingdon
nContact 01235 526265 or
sallyreynolds@btinternet.com
‘Trump’s finger on the
nuclear button’
conference January 12th,
12 noon-5pm, SOAS,
Bloomsbury WC1H 0XG
nContact info@londoncnd.org
or 020 7607 2302
Wallasey CND AGM and
Party January 19th, 2pm,
4 Taunton Road, Wallasey
nContact 0151 638 3967 or
barb.hardcastle@gmail.com

Greater Manchester CND
AGM January 26th,11am
Bridge 5 Mill, 22A Beswick
Street, Manchester M4 7HR
nContact gmdcnd@gn.apc.org
‘Peace Campaigning in
the Labour Party’ – North
West Labour CND meeting
January 26th, 2pm
Bridge 5 Mill, 22A Beswick
Street, Manchester M4 7HR
nContact gmdcnd@gn.apc.org
Christian CND Embassies
Walk March 12th, timings
TBC. Assemble at St Martin-inthe-Fields, Trafalgar Square,
London WC2N 4JJ
nContact 020 7700 4200 or
christians@cnduk.org
Commemoration, Conflict
& Conscience Festival
April 27th-28th
University of Bristol, Bristol
nContact
lois.s.bibbings@bristol.ac.uk or
c.j.painter@leeds.ac.uk

Surround Springfields!
April 27th, 9am-5pm
Westinghouse Springfields Fuel
Ltd, Station Road, Preston
nContact springaction2019
@stopnewnuclear.org.uk

Peace Camps
Aldermaston Women’s
Peace Camp
Second weekend of every month.
Tel 07946 676761
info@aldermaston.net
www.aldermaston.net
@Peace_women_AWE
Faslane Peace Camp
Permanent. A814, Shandon,
Helensburgh, Dumbartonshire
G84 8NT Tel 07376 188216
Email faslanepeacecamp@
protonmail.com
Menwith Hill Vigil
The weekly vigil is now switching
days – please contact Sarah for
details: 01765 600928 or
sswift64@gmail.com

What’s on: For a full, updated list of events, see cnduk.org/events/
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